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CDC To Award $90 Million to Study Tuberculosis  
Treatment Drugs in U.S., Abroad 

 
Research sites in the United States and around the world will receive more than $90 
million over the next 10 years from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
develop stronger, more effective tuberculosis (TB) treatments. The 20 selected sites will 
receive awards totaling $9.2 million per year, as part of a research collaboration 
established in 1997 by CDC and leading TB researchers. 
 
The collaboration, the Tuberculosis Trials Consortium (TBTC), is a partnership of 
clinical investigators who conduct research about the diagnosis, medical treatment, and 
prevention of TB infection and disease. The current TBTC has expanded its international 
scope of grantees from a few sites outside of North America to multiple sites around the 
world.  The 2010-2020 TBTC research group will include clinical research sites in Brazil, 
Spain, South Africa, Uganda, Kenya, Vietnam, the Philippines, and China, with U.S. sites 
in New Jersey, New York, Washington D.C., Texas, Colorado, Tennessee, and  North 
Carolina.  
 
“The broader focus of the consortium provides a global perspective, and renewed hope 
for significant decreases in TB disease worldwide,” said Kenneth Castro, M.D., director 
of the Division of Tuberculosis Elimination at CDC. “TBTC will strive to increase the 
body of research about TB drugs, which in the long run will be crucial to treating patients 
and ultimately to preventing the spread of this devastating disease.”  
 
TB – a communicable disease that can be fatal if not treated – usually affects the lungs, 
but can also affect other parts of the body, such as the brain, kidneys, or spine. New, 
more effective drugs and regimens for persons afflicted with TB are urgently needed 
since currently available drugs require at least six months of therapy. In addition, 
research is needed for more drugs due to the global occurrence of multi- and extensively 
drug resistant TB, which can limit the number and effectiveness of TB treatments, since 
patients can develop strong resistance to certain available drugs. 
 
According to the World Health Organization, more than 9 million people around the 
world become sick with TB, and almost 1 million to 2 million die each year. In some 
areas, TB is epidemic, with hundreds of thousands affected in nations such as China, 
India, and Vietnam, and in many countries of sub-Saharan Africa. TBTC is a model of 
CDC’s focus on programmatically relevant research with domestic and international 
partners to address TB in hardest-hit countries of the world. 
 



Since its inception, TBTC has undertaken nine major trials and 15 substudies.  Most 
recently, TBTC study findings have influenced guidelines for treating people co-infected 
with TB and HIV.  CDC conducted the first open competition for a group of TB 
researchers whose study sites were capable of conducting TB clinical trials in 1993.  
A complete list of sites and additional information about TBTC can be found at 
www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/research/tbtc.  
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